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America’s early railroads used art prints and advertising art to pro-
mote rail travel to national parks. This and other western scenic art 
awakened a nation to the magnificent beauty of the west found in 
our national parks. 

Artists are invited to become part of this tradition through Mojave 
National Preserve’s Artist-in-Residence program. Selected individ-
uals will discover and interpret this landscape through their own 
creative projects. Hosted by national park personnel, they will have 
opportunities to explore, hike and become a conduit for promoting 
an understanding of the Mojave in new and unique ways.

The goal of the program is to provide artistic and educational op-
portunities to promote a deeper understanding of and dialogue 
about the natural and cultural resources of Mojave National Pre-
serve.

Artists in the Parks
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National Park Service Mission:

“...to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life 
therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such 
means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”  
- Organic Act of 1916

Artist-in-Residence Details:

Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation seeks accomplished and emerging growth artists and successful 
applicants will be a practicing artist with a portfolio of published, performed, or exhibited works. We except 
applications from visual artists, writers, musicians, sculptors and other crafts .  

On site residencies last two to four weeks. The exact dates within the residency are flexible. 

There Artists in Residence application requires applicants to complete the following steps.  
• Download and complete the application. See separate AIR application pdf for the application enclosure     

checklist.
• Submit a CV or a resume inclusive of professional works or exhibitions.
• Provide sample images of artistic pieces and upload them as 72 PPI Jpegs with a dimension of xyz pixels on 

the long side.  
• Provide a thematic project proposal. (see themes)

Exhibit Period Application Deadline Notification Date
January - February 2019 March 1st 2018 April 1st 2018
March - April 2019 April 1st 2018 May 1st 2018
May - June 2019 June 1st 2018 July 1st 2018
July - August 2019 August 1st 2018 September 1st 2018
September - October 2019 September 1st 2018 October 1st 2018
November - December 2019 October 1st 2018 November 1st 2018

Applications must be received per the application shcedule for summer/fall residencies and July 1 for winter/fall 
residencies. A non refundable, tax deductiable donation of $55.00 is required to defray the cost of processing 
applications. Applications without checks will not be reviewed. 
Make checks payable to “Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation”.

Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation Staff, Park Service officials, and community representatives 
with artistic qualifications form a jury panel to review all project proposal applications. Panel members review 
applications and sample work as individuals and in-group consultations. Applicants who advance to the 
final round of selections will receive a status notification and a panel member will contact them for a phone 
interview. 
Upon completion of the phone interview the Jury panel notifies selected artists. 
Artists will be notified of the results by March 1 or August 1.

Essential 
qualifications

Dates of 
residency

Application 
process

Notification

Selection 
process
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Commitment 
to exhibition

Exhibition 
sales

Exhibition 
Installation and 

Expense

Donation 
agreement

While no living stipend is given, we provide a single furnished room in shared quarters at the California Desert 
Studies Center, Baker CA, or a full home site at the Kousch Homestead Artist Residence upon completion of 
construction. Camping facilities are available to artists at Mid Hills or Hole in-the-Wall campgrounds. It may not 
be possible to share quarters with children, spouse or partner at the Desert Studies Center. Each artist must 
bring his or her own bedding, art supplies and food. 

To fully experience Mojave, artists must be prepared to live, travel and work in a challenging desert environment. 
Temperatures often exceed one hundred degrees F. during the summer, and winter lows below freezing are 
common at higher elevations. Over 1000 miles of dirt roads cross this 1.6 million acre protected area and  while 
not required, a 4-wheel drive vehicle will allow the artist to more fully experience all that Mojave has to offer. 
Artists should know about or be prepared to learn safe desert travel and basic survival skills.  

Within the town of Baker there are convenience stores and restaurants. Full services are available at Barstow, 
60 miles west of the park boundary, Las Vegas, 50 miles northeast of the park boundary, and Needles, 37 miles 
east of the park boundary. A lunch counter at Kelso Depot is the only service available inside park boundaries.

The Artist must agree to present a gallery exhibition at the Desert Light Gallery, Kelso Depot Visitor Center, Mo-
jave National Preserve. Gallery shows run for two months and artists also display their work on the MNPAF on 
line version for a period of 24 months. The temperature-controlled gallery offers about 440 square feet of floor 
space and over 110 feet of linear wall space with a flexible track hanging and lighting system. Writers, musicians, 
and performance artists will work with park staff to develop alternative methods for sharing their work, such as 
workshops, public readings or performances.    

Artists are responsible for installation and deinstallation of their exhibits inclusive of image frames, stands, and 
other display devices at the Desert Light Gallery, Kelso Visitors Center, Kelso CA. Mojave National Preserve 
Artist Guides are available to help and will contact you in advance of your installation. 

Artists may receive income from the sale of their art while on exhibition. Revenue commissions, expenses, 
and sales agreements are the subject of a separate agreement. Artists should note that while Mojave National 
Preserve and the Foundation provide extension promotion and support for the sale of artists work at the Desert 
Light Gallery and on line there is no guarantee that a particular artist’s work will enjoy sales success. Selected 
artists will receive a promotion and sales guide from their Artists Guide. 

The Artist donates a representative piece of work from his or her residence at Mojave National Preserve. An 
official Donation Agreement will be signed upon selection. The National Park Service receives this submission as 
part of the park’s collection and catalogues it as a donation to the park. As deemed appropriate, the submission 
may be displayed in public areas, work areas, or protected in storage. The artist holds copyright on the submis-
sion, though the National Park Service has unrestricted use and will credit the Artist-in-Residence as the creator. 
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Mojave National Preserve protects and provides superior opportunities to experience an 
extensive variety of habitats, species, landforms, and scenic resources unique to the Mojave 
Desert, as well as transitional elements of the Sonoran and Great Basin deserts.

Dramatic geologic forces created and continue to shape the landforms and desert 
environment of Mojave National Preserve.

The diverse species in the National Preserve have evolved adaptations that enable them to live 
in this desert environment. 

Deserts are often viewed as empty wastelands, but in fact, they are fragile, arid ecosystems 
with diverse life forms that are easily impacted by human activities -- even human footprints 
affect the land in different
and lasting ways.

 
Mojave National Preserve protects the historical and cultural values of the California Desert, 
including sites associated with ancient Indian cultures, patterns of exploration and settlement, 
and mining, ranching and railroading history -- resources that document 12,000 years of 
human presence in this desert region.

The size and isolation of the Preserve – nearly half of which is designated Wilderness -- offer 
opportunities to experience solitude, natural sounds, and a varied landscape of sand dunes, 
mountain ranges, dry lake beds, lava flows, cinder cones, Joshua tree forests, dark night skies, 
and far-reaching clear vistas.
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We seek artwork of any medium that is thematic with points of view that are fresh and show a deep 
sense of desert interpretation. Project proposals should detail the work plan, provide a thematic 
statement in the artists voice and clearly indicate how various pieces connect to each other, and 
how the artists believes the project will enhance the public’s understanding of Mojave National 
Preserve.

Mojave National Preserve Themes
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Please submit application to: Applications Director
Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation  
13335 Gosling Ct.
Unit F
Chino Hills, CA 91709

Judging Criteria
A panel of 
judges rates 
each application 
according to the 
following criteria 
and point value. 
The selection with 
the highest total 
score is awarded 
the residency. 
Alternates are 
selected in case 
the chosen artist 
is unable to accept 
the residency. 

Artistic Merit 
Artistic maturity, quality, and technical ability as demonstrated in the application 
portfolio. 

Appropriateness to the residency
Degree of direct relationship of proposed project to one of Mojave National Pre-
serve’s major themes as outlined in this brochure.

National Park Service mission and goals
Willingness to develop a gallery exhibition or other public program that provide 
visitors the opportunity to make intellectual and emotional connections to Mojave 
National Preserve. 

Uniqueness of proposal
Evidence that the proposed work is unique to the residency, i.e. projects that have 
not or could not be created outside of the Mojave Desert.

50%
25%
15%

10%
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who operates the Mojave National Preserve Artists in Residence Program?
The Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation, a not for profit National Park Service Friends 
Group operates the Artist-in-Residence program.

How many artists does the Park Service choose for Residency each year? 
We will exhibit 6 visual artists per year. In addition, we will exhibit other mediums as they become 
available such as sculpture, poetry/literature, music and native crafts. 

What is the timeline for applying for an Artist in Residence opportunity?
The Mojave National Preserve (MNP) Artist in Resident Program provides artists with flexibility in 
choosing dates for their exhibition. In 2015 the program transferred to a new format that allows 
artists more time to study and develop their programs to complete. As the program transitions com-
pletes arts will have a 10-11 months to complete a project.  The 2019 schedule is below. 

Exhibit Period Application Deadline Notification Date
January-February 2019 March 1st 2018 April 1st 2018
March- April 2019 April 1st 2018 May 1st 2018
May-June 2019 June 1st 2018 July 1st 2018
July- August 2019 August 1st 2018 September 1st 2018
September- October 2019 September 1st 2018 October 1st 2018
November- December 2019 October 1st 2018 November 1st 2018

Can you explain the art/environmental focus that your program promotes? 
Artists have played a significant role in advocacy for the parks. If not for Thomas Moran and W.H. 
Jackson, Congress would not have had a clear vision of the fantastic landscapes of the Yellowstone 
caldera and ecosystem. Their images persuaded our government to develop the National Park Ser-
vice system and set these lands aside for future generations. 

Our artist-in-residence program seeks to enrich the park visitors’ and visiting artists’ experience, but 
also to provide a platform in support of our broader goal of land and cultural preservation. The arts 
do not exist in a vacuum and it is impossible for an artist (or any citizen) to live in this world and not 
have concerns about the environment, indigenous people’s rights, and any number of other contem-
porary issues that intersect with the national parks. 

Artists who are applying for an Artist-in-Residence opportunity should consult with the park interpre-
tative themes, consider how these themes overlap with their own work, and create a proposal that 
speaks to the necessity of preserving our public lands along with cultural and natural history. 



Mojave National Preserve Artist Foundation welcomes artists who challenge the visitor to connect 
with our extraordinary landscape and rich history of early exploration and land use on a thought-pro-
voking level. We support the traditional arts, in the vein of Thomas Moran or Ansel Adams, but we 
also encourage artists whose work supports our immediate need to preserve our lands along with 
emerging concerns about environmental and cultural degradation. 

We also recognize that digital imaging making technology has opened new opportunities for fine art 
photographers and painters to expand the emotional range of the Mojave experience though com-
posites, collages, and color interpretations. We encourage the use of these tools and techniques for 
interpretative themes as contemporary interpretations of the desert environment. Moreover, we 
welcome artists of all media who will contribute to this national dialogue and challenge the public 
towards a broad environmental stewardship. 

Will I be a part of the National Park Service staff as an Artist in Residence?
The artist-in-residence is a Volunteer position and under the Volunteers in the Parks (VIP) program. 
Your role with the National Park Service will be limited to the time you are working in your outreach 
program, during which you will serve as an emissary for the National Park Service and as an arts ad-
vocate.

No training is necessary! Your enthusiasm, commitment to your art form, willingness to communicate 
your program to the intended audience, and in the interest of Mojave National Preserve will shape 
your contacts with park visitors, locals, and your outreach program participants. 

Mojave National Preserve is 1.6 million acres. How do I learn my way around?
The Mojave National Preserve Foundation assigns an artist guide (AG) to each new artists and your 
guide will provide you with a Preserve orientation class and materials.  

What happens if you accept my application but my availability changes?
We will do our best to accommodate an artist’s schedule changes but we assign all residencies im-
mediately after jurying all applications. If you find that you cannot complete your project to meet the 
exhibition schedule, we will replace you with an alternate. You are welcome to apply again for anoth-
er opportunity in subsequent years.

Can I reapply if I have already experienced a residency at Mojave National Preserve?
We are interested in all applications, so you are welcome to reapply after doing a residency with us. 
We often give new artists priority in the interest of providing diverse perspectives to the program. 
Occasionally, artists may be invited back to work on special projects.

How will MNP use the $55.00 non-refundable entry fee?
Funds collected during the application process go to the Mojave National Preserve Artists Founda-
tion, an all-volunteer, not for profit, Park Service Friends Group to support the program. Your applica-
tion fee is not refundable.

Where can I get art and photographic supplies locally?
Mojave National Preserve is a remote location and there are no local art or photographic support 
centers. The nearest supply centers of consequence are in Las Vegas, NV, and in the greater Los An-
geles CA area. We recommend that you bring all of your supplies and support materials necessary for 
each visit. 
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Do you only accept artists who are creating art that is representational or traditional?
The National Park Service welcomes the opportunity to host artists in all genre and disciplines—tradi-
tional, folk, and contemporary. Your work and outreach proposal should be written and designed with 
the understanding that we are a national park with many and varied visitors of diverse cultures. We 
ask that your proposal be appropriate to an all-ages audience and that your work focuses on issues 
relevant to the parks (such as the environment or preservation).

A successful application will be sensitive to the park’s interpretive themes, but that does not mean 
that it can’t be challenging and exciting. If you are unsure whether your art or proposal is appropriate, 
please contact the Director, Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation or an Artists in Residence 
Guide. These individuals will be glad to provide feedback and thematic input.

Why is there no stipend or traveling fund for the artist-in-residence?
The limited funding received by the National Park Service does not provide a stipend. We know that 
this might be a burden for applicants and ask that you seriously consider whether you can afford this 
experience at this time. The Mojave National Preserve Foundation and the National Park Service are 
committed to advocacy for the arts and we working to develop an artist honorarium for the program 
in the future. 

I’m an Environmental Sculpture artist. Is my work appropriate for your program?
Any medium that involves collection or altering park resources would be in conflict with national park 
preservation goals and is inappropriate for a residency. 

I’m an art’s educator and have limited availability for residencies. Do you have dedicated 
spots for educators?

We ask all applicants to specify their availability on the application forms. The jury panel will carefully 
read all accompanying materials while reviewing artist’s work samples, so we will be aware that you 
are an educator with limited availability. 

Do you accept foreign artists in your program?
Applicants who are not U.S. citizens must be able to obtain the proper visa prior to arrival, if selected 
for the program.  Individual artists must make and confirm their own visa requirements. 

Will my studio or image capture work time be private?
We encourage artists to take full advantage of the broad audience and the wonderful environment 
of experiencing the Preserve as much as possible. If you need solitude to be productive, that is okay 
too. We ask only that you provide the minimum of visitor contact programs as required in our guide-
lines.

Where will I stay and how often can I stay during my residency work?
Residency stays depend upon your schedule and the availability of our resources. We are in the 
process of raising funds for the restoration the Kousch Homestead as a permanent residence for our 
artists and expect the facility to be available in mid-2017. In the interim we house our artists at the 
California Desert Studies Center, near Baker CA facility, at our Hole in the Wall facility on the Pre-
serve, and within our campground facilities, (you must bring your own tent, RV, etc.).  AIR participants 
can stay on the MNP as often as necessary to complete their projects and we will work with the 
artist to determine the availability of facilities. Artists who have pioneered this program often stayed 
at commercial facilities and used their own funds. 
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Do I need a 4-wheel drive vehicle?
One can reach many work areas by conventional automobile along hard surface or graded dirt roads. 
However, Mojave National Preserve offers access to many areas via off road trails. We strongly rec-
ommend that you use a 4-wheel drive vehicle in good operating condition for these trails.  

If you explore our off road trails please follow these rules and recommendations:
Your vehicle must be in good operating condition. If you break down you may be many miles for 
passing traffic and you may need to hike out to find help. 

Make sure you carry ample water supplies, a secure and safe extra fuel supply, tire changing equip-
ment, spare tire(s), basic hand tools, a trench shovel, first aid kit, flash light(s), and food supplies for 
2-3 days. During the winter months, we advise that you carry chains for it often snows at high alti-
tudes or some roads can become impassable with flowing mud and sand. 
In the event of an emergency, you have to hike to obtain help. Thus you should be in good physical 
condition and able to endure a long hike across rugged terrain, in heat, with no natural water resourc-
es. You should have a backpack for minimal supply transport on any hike and in particular during an 
emergency hike to obtain help.

Mojave National Preserve Visitor Center Book Stores have maps, which depict off road trails. These 
maps may or may not be accurate. We strongly recommend that you consult with Preserve Personnel 
or your AG before making off road trips to learn about the roads you plan to travel. 

Mojave National Preserve has or is developing many wilderness areas. We post these areas with 
metal or wood stakes and clearly state no motorized vehicles beyond that stake. Please obey these 
wilderness barriers and help us restore and retain certain areas of the Preserve to their natural state. 

Can I bring my family or pet?
If you are residing at one of our designated facilities, family members may visit the artist during the 
residency for a short period of time as long as the number of occupants does not exceed the occu-
pancy limits of the accommodations. Please discuss accommodation issues and restrictions with your 
AG. Pets not permitted.

How does the Mojave National Preserve Exhibition program work? 
Mojave National Preserve Artist Foundation operates the Desert Light Gallery at the Kelso Depot 
Visitors Center.  We exhibit the work of artists at the gallery and accommodate, fine art photography, 
painters of all genres and media, and sculptors and multi-media artists. The gallery does not support 
performance art. 

The exhibition area has 144 linear feet of wall display space, gallery lighting, and other accommoda-
tions for visitors. We encourage artists to use the space available within the bounds of standard gal-
lery and display procedures as outlined in the Setting Up and Managing Exhibits at the Desert Light 
Gallery. 

Mojave National Preserve encourages you to sell your work and we have a process for collection and 
distribution of sales funds from work sold on site as well as at The Desert Light Gallery on line. Un-
less otherwise agreed, Mojave Preserve collects 40% of every sales dollar and distributes 60% to the 
artists (see Setting Up and Managing Exhibits at the Desert Light Gallery).  



Does Mojave National Preserve promote my work?
Mojave National Preserve promotes your work through open house presentations and artist’s talks; 
direct mail with our own mailing lists; interior signage; news releases to area publications and radio 
stations; through the Mojave National Preserve Arts Foundation website and via social media.  We 
also encourage artists to promote their work at their own expense through additional mailings and 
other promotions and an Artists Guide will assist you in coordinating with the Mojave National Pre-
serve in these efforts.

Who pays for frames or sculpture mounts?
Artists pay for their own frames and mats. Sculptors must supply their own bases and stands. An 
Artists guide can refer you economical and professional resources for this work.

Who prices my work?
Artists determine the prices of their work. Your Artist Guide can help with pricing suggestions based 
upon the audience that frequents the Desert Light Gallery. In general, our audience is a tourist tran-
sient and purchase art as part of their total Mojave visit. 

How long will I exhibit my work?
Unless otherwise agreed to, your work will exhibit for 60 days at the Desert Light Gallery. We also 
present your work on the Mojave National Preserve Conservancy Gallery site for a period of 24 
months with the same revenue sharing program. 

Who installs and deinstalls my work?
The artist must hang or mount their work. An AIR Guide will assist you with scheduling and make 
sure that all the materials necessary are in place for your use. 

What are the principle benefits to the artists who participate in the Artist in Residence 
program? 

Artists benefit in several ways from participation:
• Recognition as an accepted Artist in the National Park Service’s AIR program. You may use this 
designation in your business signature for other purposes and a significant entry in your artist ré-
sumé.
• An opportunity to sell your work to a large and diverse audience.
• An opportunity to increase awareness of Mojave National Preserve.
• An opportunity to develop unique themes and an artist voice within a recognized and profession-
al environment.
• An opportunity to bring a greater understanding and depiction of the many issues, beauty, and 
historical significance of our public lands to the public at large. 

What is a shared copyright?
A shared copyright allows the artist complete control over his or her work outside of the agreement 
with the National Park Service. The NPS retains reproduction and use rights of your donated work 
and will retain ownership of the work, but the artist shares those rights. This gives the NPS the ability 
to include artists’ works in publications, websites or educational programming without requiring a 
possibly extensive search for individual permission from the artists, while allowing the artist to use 
their work for their own purposes.

Does the MNP return my application materials?
No.

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS CONTACT DIRECTOR@MOJAVEAIR.ORG. 
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