
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 22, 2016 
 
For immediate release 
Contact: Jim Smart  
Mojave National Preserve Artists Foundation  
jim@mojaveair.org 
1-760-401-2166 
 
A Call to Artists 
 
An art information seminar in Pasadena and open to the public will be held April 
17 to provide information about the Mojave National Preserves Artists (MNPAF) 
in residence program.  
 
Representatives of the MNPAF will conduct the seminar at Samys Camera, 
Pasadena, beginning at 1 p.m. for anyone interested in learning more about the 
Preserve and who may wish to apply for a residency. Samys is located at 1759 
East Colorado Blvd, Pasadena 
 
Bob Killen, the president of the Foundation, and Todd Seuss, Preserve 
superintendent, will make note how the Mohave’s majestic canyons, mountains, 
mesas, and long-abandoned mines and rock-walled military outposts make great 
subjects for photographers and other artists.  
 
Sand dunes, volcanic cinder cones, Joshua tree forests, and carpets of 
wildflowers all are found in the 1.6 million acres that make up the Preserve 
located between Los Angeles and Las Vegas.  
 
America’s early railroads used art prints to promote rail travel to national parks. 
This and other western scenic art awakened a nation to the beauty in our 
national parks. 
 
Three new national monuments were recently created, expanding federal 
protection to 1.8 million acres of landscapes that have retained their natural 
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beauty despite decades of heavy mining, cattle ranching and off-roading. Some 
of these lands are now under the jurisdiction of the Mojave National Preserve.  
 
Volcanic spires, ribbons of wetlands wedged between steep canyon walls, 
grasslands, Joshua tree forests, historic roadways and petroglyphs are home to 
species that thrive despite withering heat and scant rainfall: bighorn sheep, 
tortoises, fringe-toed lizards and more than 250 types of birds. 
 
Killen and Seuss will talk about Mojave’s Artists in Residence Program, including 
how to apply to be an Artist in Residence. 
 
Selected artists will discover and interpret Mojave’s landscape through their own 
creative projects and will become a conduit for promoting an understanding of 
the Mojave in new and unique ways. 
 
Artists in Residence from past years also will be present to discuss their desert 
experiences and share their art work.  
 
The presentation will conclude with an opportunity for questions.  
 
For information about the MNPAF go to mojaveair.org, or contact Jim Smart by 
calling 1-760-401-2166.  
 
For details about the presentation and to see some photographs taken in the 
Preserve visit Samys website: http://samysphotoschool.com/course/mojave-
national-preserve-artists-foundation-seminar-pas/  
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