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Kwas paintings, next Mojave National Preserve Artist goes on display April 2 
 

Caroline Kwas is the next featured artist by the Mojave National Preserve’s Artist in Residence 
(MNPAF) program. Her work will appear in the Desert Light Gallery, located in Mojave National 
Preserve’s Kelso Visitors Center, Kelso California, April 2 through June 30.   
 
The Kwas' show illustrates the artist’s philosophy of beauty embodied in the landscapes 
designed to raise awareness and encourage conservation of our natural resources by focusing 
on the delicate intricacies of nature.   
 
She has developed her expression into abstractions that explore the joy of color and emotional 
expressiveness of lines that frees her to further her vision of the overlooked beauty that 
surrounds us. She developed her show based on her interpretation of Mojave National 
Preserve.  
 
Her oil on aluminum composite panels will include two triptychs, one of which will include 
three panels measuring 2 ft. by 8 ft.  The second triptych is 2 ft. by 4 ft. and contains two 
smaller wings.   
 
There will be three, 24" x 24" pieces depicting various Mojave cacti, and another three pieces of 
the mesas (Mesa Moods), also 24" x 24". 
 
“I have spent the last few years traveling throughout the United States in my RV, and spending 
winters in the Sonoran Desert in Scottsdale, Arizona. These experiences have inspired a new 
vision,” she said.  
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Although realistically depicting her chosen subjects previously, she recently felt a need to 
convey her strong emotional connection to nature by adding a more personal voice to her art.  
  
Inspired by the brilliant sunsets and vast desert vistas, she now explores abstractions of natural 
forms and revels in imagination: organic shapes flow across the canvas. 
 
Her years of studying nature's chromatic harmony and intricacies have ripened into breathing, 
pulsating works that have a visceral appeal in which, through the use of vibrant colors, dance 
together in billowing waves.    
 
This creative evolution reveals her versatility as a visual artist, and carries you along for the ride 
into her own world vision.  
 
Kwas has studied art at Long Island University, and has been in numerous juried shows and 
exhibitions in Maine, Massachusetts, Florida, and Arizona.  
 
She has earned awards for her paintings and has works held in private collections in the United 
States, Canada, and Europe, as well as the Golden Key Gallery, Ludington, MI and Gone Coastal, 
Rome, New York.  
 
A reception for the artist will be held at the Desert Light Gallery on April 23. You can see more 
of her work at: www.carolinekwas.com  
 
“Art provides understanding and appreciation of this 1.6 million acre Preserve,” said Bob Killen, 
MNPAF president. “We hope visitors to the Preserve will stop by the Desert Light Gallery and 
experience the vivid and beautiful paintings in the Kwas show.  
 
“As an official National Park Services Friends Group, and a not-for-profit organization, we 
attract talented artists from all over the country.” he said. “Our goal is to support both 
seasoned professionals as well as emerging growth artists.” 
 
“The National Park Service Friends’ group features artists projects in various media including 
photography, painting, sculpture, and other fine art works,” Killen said.  

 
For more information about the Preserve’s Artist in Residence program and new Friends’ group 
go to http://mojaveair.org.  
 
For a photo of the artist or a photo of one of her work’s contact Jim Smart, 760-401-2166. 
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